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Kayleen Russell, 10, tries to keep dry while waiting to see if the Red-
White Spring Game would be played Saturday at Memorial Stadium. She 
ended up being disappointed, as the game was canceled. 

Give fans chance to watch August practice
By STEVEN M. SIPPLE 

Lincoln Journal Star 

Things I know and think I 
know:

Forgoing a Red-White Spring 
Game this year 
is a much bigger 
frustration to 
some (many?) 
Nebraska foot-
ball fans than it 
is to the coaches 
and players.

At least that’s 
my read.

The Husk-
ers’ 100-plus-play scrimmages 
March 31 and April 7 were much 
more meaningful evaluation 
opportunities for Bo Pelini and 
company because the entire 
playbook was free for use on both 

sides of the ball.
Exhibit A: What could Ne-

braska coaches really glean 
about backup quarterback Brion 
Carnes’ progress in a Red-White 
Game? Carnes said April 2 his 
chief goal heading into this 
spring was learning how to better 
read defenses. Forget judging 
that area in a spring game format 
in which NU remains as basic 
as it can get on both sides of the 
ball.

Exhibit B: One of Nebraska’s 
most pressing questions on of-
fense is replacing a starting cen-
ter and two tackles. How well has 
the offensive line gelled during 
spring practice? It would be hard 
to read in a spring game because 
the top-unit linemen are split up 
between the teams.

There was a time when the Red 
team was made up of the first- 
and fourth-string offenses, and 
second- and third-string de-
fenses. The White team had the 
first- and fourth-string defens-
es, and second- and third-string 
offenses. In terms of evaluation, 
that setup perhaps made more 
sense.

At any rate, here’s an idea how 
Pelini might be able to soothe 
some fans who are rankled about 
not having a spring game this 
year (credit goes to my friend and 
colleague Sean Callahan):

Make the annual Husker 
Fan Day in early August a 
two-pronged event. Give fans 
a chance to meet players and 
gather autographs, as usual, then

See SIPPLE, Page C3

Scheffert 
sparks NU 
to sweep

By KEN HAMBLETON 
Lincoln Journal Star 

Josh Scheffert hit two home 
runs and drove in 10 runs to 
help the Nebraska baseball 
team notch its first conference 
road series win since 2008 
with a 5-4, 17-9 sweep of Ohio 
State on Sunday in Columbus, 
Ohio.

The junior third baseman 
from Lincoln Southeast had 
homered in the series opener, 
a 10-2 Ohio State victory Fri-
day. He had a game-winning 
solo blast in the eighth inning 
of Sunday’s first game and a 
three-run shot to left field in 
the ninth inning of the night-
cap. He had doubled in three 
runs in the Huskers’ five-run 
fifth inning. Scheffert went 
7-for-14 in the series.

“Josh is keeping his emo-
tions in check 
and he’s not 
pressing and 
waiting to 
get his pitch,” 
Husker coach 
Darin Erstad 
said. “It’s fun 
to watch a hit-

ter’s journey. He struggled and 
was humbled last year, and it’s 
good to see him work it out and 
get results.”

Nebraska (25-13 overall and 
7-5 in the Big Ten) last won a 
road conference series in April 
of 2008 against Baylor. 

“We accomplished a lot by 
facing a lot of challenges, and 
it was no easy task,” Erstad said 
on his postgame radio show. 
“We have responded well to 
adversity and we were in good 
condition to win a double-
header here against a good 
team on a windy day.”

To go with the 25 hits in 
the two games, seven Husk-
ers were hit by pitches, six 
walked and OSU committed 
five errors.

“We took advantage of their 
mistakes and made a lot of our 
opportunities,” Erstad said. 
He noted that in Sunday’s first 
game, all of the Husker runs 
came on three home runs. “But 
we’ll take runs any way we can. 
We need to stay aggressive.”

The Huskers got strong 
pitching in the second game 
from starter Zach Hirsch (4-
2), who threw six innings. He 
gave up seven hits and two 
runs, walked three and struck 
out two.

The Huskers scored a run 
in the first inning and tacked 
on seven more on four hits, 
including a two-run single by 
Richard Stock and two OSU 
errors, in the fourth. NU fol-
lowed with five runs on two 
hits in the fifth, including three 
walks, a hit batter and Schef-
fert’s three-run double, to take 
a 13-2 lead.

Ohio State (21-14, 6-5) 
scored twice in the seventh 
off NU reliever Jon Keller and 
added five more runs off Luke 
Bublitz, with the help of a 
three-run home run by Brad 
Hallberg.

In the opener, the Huskers 
exploded on a pair of two-run 
home runs. The first, by Kale 
Kiser in the second inning,

BASEBALL 
SUNDAY 
Nebraska 5-17,  
Ohio St. 4-9

See BASEBALL, Page C3

SCHEFFERT

A BIG DECISION
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Omaha Central’s Deverell Biggs (32), shown here driving the lane during the Eagles’ Class A state championship 
game victory against Norfolk in 2010, announced Sunday that he would sign a letter of intent to play for Nebras-
ka and new coach Tim Miles. Biggs spent the 2011-12 season playing for Seward County Community College in 
Liberal, Kan. He will be the Huskers’ first scholarship recruit from the state of Nebraska in 10 years. 

Ex-Central 
standout 
Biggs will 
play for NU

By BRIAN ROSENTHAL 
Lincoln Journal Star

Deverell Biggs made official 
Sunday morning what he’d been 
strongly hinting for the past week:

He’s coming to Nebraska.
The 6-foot, 195-pound guard 

from Omaha is the first commit-
ment for new Husker men’s bas-
ketball coach Tim Miles, and the 
program’s first scholarship recruit 
from the state of Nebraska in 10 
years.

“He’s got everything thought 
out and planned, and he’s a cool 
coach,” said Biggs, who made 
an official visit to Nebraska this 
weekend. “He’s got the total 
package I was looking for. I feel 
like we’re going to have a good 
future.”

Biggs, a first-team NJCAA All-
American last season, has three 
seasons to play two, meaning 
he could redshirt. He said he’s 
discussed the possibility with 
Miles, but that nothing’s been 
determined.

Biggs, who plans on making his 
decision official by a signing a let-
ter of intent this week, gives Miles 
10 scholarship players on next 
season’s roster. That would drop 
to nine if Christopher Niemann 
is granted a medical scholarship.

Biggs averaged 14.8 points, 
three assists and 3.3 steals last 
season for Seward County Com-
munity College in Liberal, Kan. 
The Saints were 31-7, and Biggs 
was named the Jayhawk Confer-
ence West Division player of the 
year.

Biggs said he “loved every-
thing” about his visit to Lincoln.

“It was first-class. Everything 
was great,” he said. “I knew they 
had new facilities, but I didn’t 
know it was like that. It was crazy.”

In previous interviews, Biggs 
mentioned his desire to play with 
former high school teammate 
Akoy Agau, an Omaha Central 
center/forward with a Nebraska 
scholarship offer for the 2013 re-
cruiting class. Biggs said Sunday 
he doesn’t want to pressure Agau.

“I don’t want to pressure him 
to do something he don’t want to 
do, but we do talk about wanting 
to play again,” Biggs said. “I don’t 
want to pressure him, because he 
already has enough pressure as it 
is.”
Reach Brian Rosenthal at 402-473-7436 
or brosenthal@journalstar.com. You can 
follow him on Twitter @HuskerExtraBR.

Steven M. 
Sipple

Lincoln Journal Star
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MLB honors Jackie Robinson
From Dodger Stadium to Fenway Park, there were ceremo-

nies as Major League Baseball honored Jackie Robinson 
and his legacy of breaking the game’s color barrier. Video 
tributes and on-field celebrations at every ballpark included 
his family, his former teammates, players from the Negro 
Leagues and NBA great Bill Russell.

Players, managers, coaches and umpires all wore No. 42 
on Jackie Robinson Day to remember the 65th anniversary 
of the day the future Hall of Famer first took the field with 
the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947. Markers on each base noted 
the occasion (right). 

There was a pregame tribute at the new Yankee Stadium 
on Sunday night featuring Rachel Robinson, Jackie’s wife, 
and daughter Sharon Robinson before the Angels played 
New York. Yankees stars Derek Jeter and Robinson Cano — 
who is named for the baseball pioneer — hugged the Rob-
insons as they gathered with three Tuskegee Airmen behind 
home plate.
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